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Wilson Grants Bogus "Clemency" 


On May 28, just after the June issue of Out of Time had gone 
off to print, Gov. Wilson announced some decisions on the 
clemency petitions filed by women currently serving sentences in 
CA prisons for killing their abusive partners. After more than two 
years of review, Wilson granted clemency to only two women, 
denied nine and has remained silent about the fate of at least 27 
other women who are still awaiting a decision. 


The two women he granted clemency-commutation to are 
Frances Caccavale and Brenda Aris. In both cases Wilson clearly 
states that his decision to commute the sentences of these two 
women was not based on the fact that these women were justified 
in defending themselves against abusive partners. For Frances, he 
states that he released her due to her advanced age and failing 
health. With Brenda, Wilson says he showed compassion because 
her abuse was so severe - for this he reduced her sentence - she is 
now eligible for parole one year earlier. By not recognizing their 
right to self-defense, Wilson has actively ignored the main point 
of the petitioners: changes in both the law and public perceptions 
of battering have come too late for many women. These women 
were tried, convicted and sentenced before these changes took 
place. 


As Minouche Kandel, a coordinator for the CA Coalition for 
Battered Women in Prison, writes, Wilson "focused on whether 
the woman had ’the option to leave her abuser.’ But it is exactly 
the false question domestic violence advocates have fought so 
hard to eliminate. The question assumes that leaving stops the 
violence.” The fact is, according toa recent study done by the 
U.S. Dept. of "Justice", 75% of battered women are attacked 
when they are separating or after they have already left. Wilson’s 
decision to perpetuate this victim-blaming misconception by 
using it as a justification for keeping these women in prison is 
unforgivable. 

_ Many of the women now serving time for killing their abusers 





Marianna women at Shawnee Fight AIDS Walkathon 





Leavenworth Warden Relieved of Dut 


Warden O.C. Jenkins, two associate wardens and three correc- 
tions officers were placed on "home duty" with pay, pending an 
investigation by the Justice Dept. on charges that three inmates 
were beaten after one escape attempt June 19th, and discovery of 
plans for another escape. From S.F. Chronicle 7/17/93. 





Every issue of OUT OF TIME is put together by two or 
three members of Out of Control (OOC) on a rotating basis. 


The group as a whole doesn’t edit each issue, and the articles 
included don’t necessarily reflect the views of everyone. 





Published by Out of Control 


did not have the benefit of the recent laws enacted around domes- 
tic violence trials. In 1992 California finally passed a law which 
recognized the importance of expert testimony on battered 
women’s syndrome in criminal cases. It was also in 1992 that the 
CA courts established that lawyers who did not present expert 
testimony when representing a battered woman were not meeting 
standard legal representation requirements. The women petition- 
ing for clemency today were convicted before 1992, and very few 
had testimony by experts presented in their trials. On top of that, 
many lawyers believed that it was best not to mention the abuse 
at the trial at all because of the negative stereotyping of battered 
women. It is very likely that if the women who are petitioning for 
clemency were tried today, they would either be acquitted or con- 
victed of a much lesser crime carrying a far shorter sentence. 


So what’s going on here with Wilson? Is this an indication of 
his position on the remaining petitioners? Many people believe 
his decisions are based on the current poor public opinion of him 
as governor, even among conservatives. One of his mainstays in 
terms of his bid for re-election will inevitably be his "tough on 
crime" stance. Along with his enthusiasm for increasing prison 
facilities in both number and size within California, he can now 
say that he in no way supports early releases from prison - even 
in the cases of battered women. 


Wilson still needs to make decisions on at least 27 other peti- 
tions for clemency-commutation. However, since he has no time 
frame imposed on him he can delay decisions for as long as he 
chooses. Again, it is crucial that people make their position 
known to Wilson. He can still grant clemency to these other 
women, and as the sole person with that legal power, he has the 
responsibility to give what relief he can to these women who have 
been mistreated and misunderstood for so long. Write him at: 
State Capitol Bldg., Sacramento, CA 95814. 
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DYKE MARCH 


The Dyke March was the happening of San Francisco ’93 pride 
events. It was amazing, exciting and more than just positive to see 
the more than 10,000 womin in the streets. Thanks to all the 
groups in the Damned Lesbian Coalition for their work on this 
much needed and long overdue event. 


Those same Damned Lesbians sent $100 checks to twelve dif- 
ferent lesbian or lesbian related groups. Out of Control was one of 
these groups and we would like to thank the Coalition for its sup- 
port. 


Lesbian groups doing grass roots type work are often working 
out of their own pockets and usually are not considered for grants 
or donations. So this sharing by the Dyke March is exemplary in 
these times of economic scarcity. If we don’t support ourselves, 
nobody else will either. 


VIDEOS - Through the Wire and others. 
Thurs. Oct. 7, 7 PM at ATA, 992 Valencia St., SF. 

Benetits Release Silvia! Committee and National Committee 
to Free Puerto Rican Political Prisoners and POWs. 






Box 30, 3543 18th St., San Francisco, CA 94110 


P.O. Box 26, 3543 18th St. S.F., CA 94110 


the Joint Page: 


OUT! 


Lesbians and Gays Against Intervention 


the Death Penalty 





Stop the Executions 


As dykes and fags we know that killing is this 
government’s favorite solution to any problem. Letting gay 
men and I.V. drug users die from AIDS is their alternative 
to sex education and drug treatment; massacring 200,000 
Iraqis was preferable to paying for oil; and the death penalty 
is their "solution" to poverty and child abuse. 

Through the death penalty, straight white society tries to 
exorcise everything it perceives as a threat: people of color 
(they read white-hating); poor people (they read, rich 
hating); women (they read mean-hating); and queers (they 
read het-family-hating). 

The recent sentencing speech by the judge who sen- 
tenced the cops that beat Rodney King, explaining why he 
gave them less than the minimum time for their crimes, 
shows once again just who is a threat; and who’s not. 
Across the board, almost all people executed by the state 
have little or no money. White skin and wealth are the best 
tools for beating the death lottery. 

The u.s. government’s General Accounting Office 
February 1990 report found "a pattern of evidence indicat- 
ing racial disparities in charging, sentencing, and imposi- 
tion of the death penalty." Forty-nine percent of u.s. death 
row prisoners are people of color: 40% African American, 
7% Latino, 1.76% Native American, 1% Asian. In Califor- 
nia, 36.6% of those on death row are Black even though 
they comprise only 3.5% of the state’s population. A dis- 
proportionate number of women on death row are dykes. 


The state expresses its belief that the lives of people of 
color are not valuable, both by its willingness to execute 
people of color and by its harsher, bloodier punishment of 
crimes against white victims. A 1990 University of Iowa 
study found that people convicted of killing white people 
were more than four times as likely to be sentenced to death 
as those who killed people of color. 

The u.s. judicial system has been accelerating their 
fanatical campaign to limit the appeal process in capital 
cases and thereby multiply executions throughout the u.s. 
Led by chief just-us rehnquist, the supreme kourt has 
changed in unprecedented numbers constitutional standards 
to make convictions easier, imposed strict deadline dates on 
appeals, and refused to consider any case that did not meet 
these deadlines, no matter the merit or whether the error 
was on the part of the attorney, not the defendant. 

Nobody believes that the death penalty is really a deter- 
rent to violent crime. The entire faculty of criminologists at 
the University of Florida issued a report stating "there is no 
credible scientific research that supports a contention that 
the use of the death penalty is or has been a deterrent to 
homicide." 

The death penalty is the ultimate example of the govern- 
ment exercising power over the individuals in the territory 
that it controls. As lesbians and gay men, we have too often 
felt that same state power. We do not cede to the govern- 
ment the right to pick out individuals and execute them, no 
matter what preeess or rules-they-claim to follow. - 


David Mason 


David Mason is scheduled to be executed in the san quen- 
tin gas chamber at 12:01 a.m. on August 24. He was sen- 
tenced to death for killing four old women in 1980, when he 
was 24. He also killed his cellmate while awaiting trial in 
1982. Mason has been on death row since 1984. 

Mason was born in 1956 and raised in Alameda County. 
He suffered severe psychological and physical child abuse. 
Around his fifth birthday his parents declared that he was 
inhabited by Satan, and frequently tried to beat "Satan" out 
of him. In 1961 the family doctor treated Mason for injuries 
so serious that he resolved to report them as child abuse, but 
his colleagues convinced him not to. When Mason was 
eight, his parents converted his room into a cell by nailing 
the windows shut and putting a deadbolt lock on his door. 
They locked him in this room for several hours at a time. 
When he yelled for help, or asked to go to the bathroom, his 
parents and siblings mocked him, and refused to let him out. 
In 1970 he was beaten every day in a three month period for 


being late home from school. At age 14, he was put in a 
foster home where he was repeatedly sexually assaulted by 
members of his foster family and older boys. From age 14 
to age 18, he was periodically placed in Juvenile Hall in 
Oakland, where he was sexually assaulted by other 
prisoners, and by one male counselor. 

Mason first attempted suicide when he was five, by swal- 
lowing an entire bottle of pills. At seven he set fire to the 
shirt he was wearing and required emergency medical care. 
At eight he tried to choke himself to death while locked in 
his room, and his windpipe collapsed, and he almost died in 
the ambulance on the way to the hospital. He attempted 
suicide in jail in 1977, and five more times until 1981. 

Mason has now fired his lawyer and "volunteered" for 
execution, saying that he wants the long process of waiting 
to be over. His former lawyer currently has won a stay of 
execution, which the kourt of appeals will consider over- 
turning on Aug. 21. 


Gary Graham 


Gary Graham, who was scheduled to be executed in 
texas on Aug. 17, was granted a last-minute stay by the 
kourt of appeals. He has been on death row since 1981, 
when he was convicted of a murder he didn’t commit. 
He was 17 when he was arrested. His execution was 
scheduled to proceed after the supreme kourt ruled in 
another case that youth need not be a mitigating factor, 

Five people who witnessed the crime and saw the suspect 
did not identify Gary as the killer, who was described by the 
two closest witnesses as being much shorter than Gary. 
Only one witness identified Gary, saying she saw him in the 
dimly lit parking lot from a distance of 33-44 feet. She had 
failed to identify him from a photo in a mug book, but then 
identified him the next day in a line up. Four people have 
given sworn affadavits that Gary was with them con- 
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tinuously during the crime at a location miles away. All of 
these witnesses have passed lie detector tests. Unfortunate- 
ly, the texas kourts don’t consider evidence of innocence to 
be relevant in death penalty appeals; and in Herrera v. Col- 
lins, the u.s. supreme kourt upheld this approach. The kourt 
said that executive clemency, not a new trial, is the way to 
avoid executing an innocent person. 

Gary has been awaiting death for 12 years now. He is 
enrolled in a paralegal course, and in 1989 he co-founded 
The Endeavor, which deals with the issues of people on 
death row. Liberal governor ann richards, 512-463-2000 
(fax: 512-463-1849), has the power to commute Gary’s sen- 
tence, and literally has his life in her hands. She has 
postponed his execution for thirty days before. Feel free to 
call her to give her your opinion. 


P.O. Box 26, 3543 18th St. S.F., CA 94110 


Aileen Wuornos 


Aileen "Lee" Wuornos is on Death Row in Broward 
County, Florida, where she faces six death sentences for 
murder. Lee worked as a highway prostitute, and killed 
seven men who sexually assaulted her. She has been 
labeled the "lesbian serial killer." 

Lee was only tried once, for the killing of Richard Mal- 
lory. Her videotaped confession was edited to remove over 
60 references to self-defense before it was shown to the 
jury. Her overworked public defender did not obtain the 
record of Mallory’s previous convictions for rape and other 
violence against women in Maryland in time to present it at 
the trial. When her lawyer did get the evidence at the last 
minute, the judge refused to allow it to be heard. After her 
conviction, Lee’s adoptive mother hired Steve Glazer to be 
her lawyer, and together they convinced Lee to plead guilty 
for five other murders. 

The cops signed contracts for book and movie deals 
about Lee’s case before she was even arrested. Cops and 
shrinks, and well as Lee’s mother and lawyer have already 
made money by selling their part of her story for books and 
TV movies. Florida has five women on death row, the 
largest number in the country. The Aileen Wuornos 
Defense Committee/SF urges everyone to get involved to 
fight Lee’s execution. They can be reached at 415-995- 
2392. 


WOMEN ON DEATH ROW 


In the u.s. at this time there are 41 women on death row. 
Of these women, 25 are white, 15 are Black, and 1 is Latina. 
Fifteen killed their husband or lover, four killed their child, 
and one killed both her husband and children. Below are 
their names, and the state where they are imprisoned: 
Wanda Jean Allen, OK Virginia Larzelere, FL 
Susie Balfour, MS Cindy Lou Landress, IN 
Debra Brown, IN Marilyn MaHaley, NC 
Judy Buenoano, FL Maurine McDermott, CA 
Sabrina Butler, MS Debra Milke, AZ 
Cynthia Coffman, CA Blanche Moore, NC 
Faye Copeland, MO Judith Ann Neelley, AL 
Donna Sue Cox, NC Frances Elaine Newton, 
Priscilla Ford, NV TX 
Lafonda Faye Foster, KY Gaile Owens, TN 
Yvette Gay, NC Pamela Perillo, TX 
Rosalie Grant, OH Marilyn Plantz, OK 
Elizabeth Green, OH Delores Rivers, PA 
Judy Haney, AL Geraldine Smith, IL 
Louise Harris, AL Lois Nadean Smith, OK 
Diedre Hunt, FL Rebecca Smith , SC 
Maria Isa, MO Barbara Terry Stager, NC 
Andrea Jackson, FL Karla Faye Tucker, TX 
Patricia Jennings, NC Maxine Walker, AL 
Patricia Jones, OK Dorothy Williams, IL 
Beatrice Lampkin, OH Aileen Wournos, FL 


OUT! Lesbians and Gays Against Intervention 


Mumia Abu-Jamal 


Mumia Abu-Jamal is a former member of the Black Pan- 
ther Party (BPP) who is on death row in Huntingdon State 
Prison in Pennsylvania. He was wrongfully convicted in 
1982 for the murder of a Philadelphia policeman in 1981. 
He had been a target of the Philadelphia police since the 
1960’s, first because of his activities with the BPP, and then 
because of his support and journalistic coverage of the 
MOVE organization. 

During his trial, Black people were systematically ex- 
cluded from the jury, he was denied the right to defend him- 
self, and his membership and writings in the BPP were used 
to "prove" he was acop killer. The judge instructed the jury 
not to worry that they were condemning him to death, be- 
cause he would have endless appeals. While this type of in- 
struction has been held to be illegal, and has led to the 
overturn of other death sentences, the courts have let 
Mumia’s sentence stand. If the state of pennsylvania is al- 
lowed to murder him, it will be the first u.s. execution of a 
political prisoner since the Rosenbergs were executed for 
allegedly being russian spies in the 1950’s. 


"There is a quickening upon the nation’s Death Rows of 
late , a picking up of the pace of the march toward death. 
The political prod is sparking movement, and judges in 


death cases are beginning to find themselves under in- 
creasing pressure to make the final judgement." 
Mumia Abu-Jamal, January 1991 





WESTERN SHOSHONE 
THREATENED (AGAIN) 


The bureau of land management has just issued a new 
one-year contract, or intent to impound, on the Western 
Shoshone livestock in nevada. This means they think they 
can round up livestock belonging to the Shoshone nation at 
any time during the next year. The last round-up, in Novem- 
ber, occurred at the very end of the one-year contract term, 
but that won’t necessarily be the same this time. There are 
rumors that the government is hiring cowboys to carry out 
the round-up, but that doesn’t actually mean they’re going 
to do it right away. A new development is that the govern- 
ment has installed a communications tower on Mt. Tambo, 
which is sacred to the Western Shoshone, near the site of an 
old gold mine. 

People who can be contacted on short notice to go to 
Nevada and help nonviolently defend Shoshone land and 
livestock, should call the Western Shoshone Defense 
Project at (702)468-0230 to get on the alert list. Financial 
donations are always needed too. 

Vigil for Clifford Dann 

Clifford Dann has been moved to the federal prison in 
Lompoc, california. His appeal, will be heard in Septem- 
ber. A vigil in support of his release is planned for Septem- 
ber 10 at Lompoc (near Santa Barbara). Call the Defense 
Project for more information. 


PALACE SEIZED BY SHOSHONE SYMPATHIZERS 


July 13, LONDON. Sixteen members of the Women’s 
Nuclear Test Ban Network entered Buckingham Palace 
(using ladders to climb the surrounding fence) and 
demanded an end to weapons testing on Western Shoshone 
land in Nevada. The women also called for the british 
government to recognize Western Shoshone sovereignty, 
and to clean up the test site area so it can be returned to 
productive use. 

The most recent of britain’s annual tests at the Nevada 
Test Site was in September 1992, and was carried out 
despite the moratorium announced by the u.s. in August 
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1992. According to an online article from "peacenews," be- 
cause the 1992 moratorium is still in effect, there will not be 
a 1993 test. 

The women were charged with "conspiracy to commit 
criminal damage" and “disorderly conduct." They were 
held overnight and given unconditional bail the next day. 
Women’s Nuclear Test Ban Network is requesting dona- 
tions to help them continue their work. Their address is 
"Women’s Nuclear Test Ban Network,” c/o 82 Colston St., 
Bristol BS1 SBB. 


GARAGE SALE 
EXTRAVAGANZA 


Our third annual garage sale benefit was a $1,415 suc- 
cess! This is commissary money for women political 
prisoners and women Prisoners Of War for another year! 
Yes! Thank you to those who donated, who brought stuff, 
and who helped in the anarchy jam on the sidewalk - and 


there were a bunch of you who weren’t in OOC or LAGAI. 


DO IT AGAIN !! 


We need money to keep publishing and mailing 
OUT! and Out Of Time. Our solution is to repeat the 
garage sale thang. It will be held at the same place: 
on Saturday, Oct. 2 at 133 Collingwood between 18th 
and 19th Streets, one block from Castro St. Call (415) 
647-0158 for picking up or delivering good junk which 

. doesn’t include shoes. 


Norma Jean Croy Update 


A writ of habeas corpus was recently filed in federal court in 
the case of Norma Jean Croy. Since all forms of state appeals have 
been denied, it now becomes necessary to deal on the federal level 
in order to keep legal avenues alive. An appeal of last year’s 
parole denial is also in the works* there will be a post card cam- 
paign aimed at the dept. of un-justice in the near future. 


Seattle Benefit 
In Seattle, WA on Aug. 8 there was a benefit for the Norma Jean 
defense committee. This is the third such event in as many years. 
The first two were held in SF. So now we have broadened out to 
include the Pacific NW. We would hope that other sisters and their 
friends will have other such events soon. 


Chrystos; Storme Weber, Morgan and Michael Red Earth read 
and performed their works at the Wild Rose. A full house was in 
attendance and money was made, which will be used for xeroxing 
and mailing throughout the world. 


*(It should be noted that all Norm’s legal work is done without 
benefit of any kind of retainer.) 


Peltier’s Struggle 
Cannie I9 


Leonard Peltier’s struggle for freedom is still not over. The 
latest appeal to grant him a new trial was denied by the 8th Circuit 
Court of Appeals on July 7. 


Peltier and his supporters are asking for letters to be sent to the 
president, attorney general and 8th Circuit judges protesting the 
continued injustice and demanding an independent investigation 
into the FBI and judicial procedures responsible for Leonard’s in- 
carceration. For more information write: Leonard Peltier Defence 
Committee, P.O. Box 583, Lawrence KS 66044. 


3543--18th St., Box #_, 3° 
San Francisco, CA 94110 





FREE EDDIE HATCHER 


BOYCOTT NORTH 
CAROLINA 


This past February, Tuscarora Indian Eddie Hatcher went on a 
3 week hunger strike to draw attention to threats to his life by 
prison officials and racist prisoners. Eddie was then placed in 
"protective custody", an obvious attempt to undermine his 
credibility with general population prisoners. In May, after a great 
deal of public pressure, Eddie was moved to Hoke Correctional 
Institution, a medium-security prison, 30 miles from his home. 


During the past five years, Eddie Hatcher has been an out- 
spoken defender of prisoners’ rights. With the support of his 
mother, he publishes a state-wide newsletter exposing corruption 
in the DOC. Eddie has been a strong advocate for prisoners with. 
HIV and AIDS. He launched a campaign to get compassionate 
release for a young African American prisoner with AIDS. For his 
courage and activism, Eddie has received numerous threats 
against his life, including two assaults. In January 1993, Eddie 
was placed in lock-up (along with 5 other prisoners) for refusing 
to work in conditions considered unsanitary by the North Carolina 
Department of Environmental Management. 


Eddie Hatcher will not be out of danger until he is released 
from prison. The Eddie Hatcher campaign is calling for a boycott 
of North Carolina, targeting the tourism industry and the top two 
North Carolina furniture industries, Broyhill and Thomasville 
Furniture. Their power and financial clout, through their con- 
tinued enormous support of officials such as Jesse Helms, have 
directly aided the government’s continued imprisonment of Eddie 
Hatcher. 


For more information, write to Free Eddie Hatcher Cam- 
paign, P.O. Box 1389, Pembroke, NC 28372. 


DNY ANNYIAN SEANN // AW 
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BIG MOUNTAIN ELDERS 
REJECT "SETTLEMENT" 


Traditional Elders of both Dineh (Navaho) and Hopi nations 
were excluded from the formulation of the written "settlement" 
from the 9th Dist. Fed. Ct. which offers families with many leases 
with many restrictions. Aug. 5 was the deadline for the Resisters 
to sign or be forcibly relocated. They wrote a firm rejection to the 
proposed leases in July. 

Demand of Attorney General Janet Reno, et.al. at Washington 
D.C. 20530 that there be NO FORCED RELOCATION. 

Rich mineral resources in this region prompted the passage of 
the relocation law (during the 70s) and strip mining and drilling 
for resources is really what the legal tangle is about at Big Moun- 
tain. 

We need to demand NO FORCED RELOCATION. 

Write your Congressperson to oppose ratification of the "set- 
tlement." 

Money is needed to send Dineh Elders to Washington D.C. to 
testify against ratification early this fall. 

Send donations directly to the Big Mountain Legal Defense 
Fund, c/o Big Mountain Support Committee, P.O. Box 379, 
Octotillo, Ca 92259. 


